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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-24 are allowed. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The prior art of record, neither anticipates nor renders obvious the following limitations as 
claimed: 

[Claim 1]: . .a gain calculation unit that calculates gain by using at least either image data 
corresponding to a large area of said image-capturing device for scene analysis or image data 
corresponding to a small area of said image-capturing device for scene analysis; and a gain 
adjustment unit that performs gain adjustment by applying said gain calculated at said gain 
calculation unit to the image data output by said image capturing device for photographing". 
[Claim 5]: ..a detection unit that detects an area having image data that are judged to indicate a 
predetermined color in image data corresponding to a predetermined area of said 
image-capturing device for scene analysis; a gain calculation unit that calculates gain based upon 
a color indicated by the image data in said area detected by said detection unit; and a gain 
adjustment unit that performs gain adjustment by applying said gain calculated by said gain 
calculation unit to the image data output by said images capturing device for photographing". 
[Claim 1 1]: . .a conversion unit that converts image data in a predetermined area of said 
image-capturing device for scene analysis to color data in either a first color-related coordinate 
system or a second color-related coordinate system; a gain calculation unit that calculates gain 
based upon the color data resulting from conversion performed by said conversion unit; and a 
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gain adjustment unit that performs gain adjustment by applying said gain calculated by said gain 
calculation unit to the image data output by said image capturing device for photographing". 
[Claim 16]: . .a conversion unit that converts image data in a plurality of first areas achieved by 
dividing an image capturing area of said image-capturing device for scene analysis into a unit 
area including a first specific number of pixels, to color data in a first color-related coordinate 
system or converts image data in a plurality of second areas achieved by dividing the 
image-capturing area of said image-capturing device for scene analysis into a unit area including 
a second specific number of pixels, to color data in a second color-related coordinate system ; a 
gain calculation unit that calculates gain using the color data in the first coordinate system or the 
second coordinate system resulting fi*om conversion performed by said conversion unit ; and a 
gain adjustment unit that performs gain adjustment by applying said gain calculated by said gain 
calculation unit to the image data output by said image capturing device for photographing". 
[Claim 20]: . .a color temperature detection imit that is provided at a position conjugate with 
said image-capturing device relative to the taking lens and receives light of the subject image to 
detect color temperature information, a gain calculation unit that detects skin color based on the 
color temperature information detected by said color temperature detection unit for a 
predetermined area in a photographic field to calculate gain by using the skin color; and a gain 
adjustment unit that performs gain adjustment by applying said gain calculated at said gain 
calculation unit to the image data output by said image capturing device". 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K Aggarwal whose telephone number is (703) 305-0346. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5 :30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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January 19, 2005 
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